
 

‘Till We Meet Again! 

Week of August 7 and 8, 2021
 

COVID INFORMATION UPDATE 
Facemasks are back! Due to the increasing 
COVID positivity and hospitalization rates, it has 
been deemed necessary for the safety of our 
members to resume mask wearing at worship 
and all indoor ministries.  
 

AS THE COVID WORLD TURNS 
A NOTE FROM OUR PARISH NURSE 

I am at a complete loss as to how to begin, 
write, and end this installment of “As The 
COVID World Turns”. I am sad. I am extremely 
frustrated. And I find myself becoming increas-
ingly angry. I was SO hopeful, a 
month ago, that soon we would be 
on our way to a “new normal”. Now 
here we are, with the COVID infec-
tion rate rising faster than a yeast 
dough! I am definitely NOT a happy 
camper!  

To get a feel for what is happen-
ing I have created a table of COVID 
data, limited to the state of Penn-
sylvania and the counties of Lehigh and North-
ampton. The statistics come from the Pennsyl-
vania COVID Early Warning Dashboard, updat-
ed on a weekly basis every Monday and the 
CDC COVID Tracker site, updated on a moving 7
-day average basis. (see table below.) 

Per the CDC moving 7-day average, Lehigh 
County has seen a 44% increase in the positive 
infection rate and Northampton County has 
seen a 126% increase in the positive infection 
rate. While Lehigh County remains, for the time 
being, in the moderate transmission category, 
Northampton County, unfortunately, has pro-
gressed to the substantial transmission catego-
ry. Hospitalizations of people infected with 
COVID has also gone up in both counties.  

Why is this happening? In a nutshell? Not 
enough people have chosen to be vaccinated. 
In Lehigh County 57% of eligible people (those 

over the age of 18), have been fully 
vaccinated. In Northampton County 
52% of eligible people have been 
fully vaccinated. The goal set by the 
national government, as well as by 
Governor Wolfe, for full vaccination 
was 70% of eligible people. The evi-
dence is clearly showing that we 
missed the mark.  
Over the past several days numer-

ous governmental agencies (CDC, state gover-
nors, city mayors, etc.) have begun to once 
again recommend that ALL people, regardless 
of vaccination status, resume the use of face 
masks when inside any public setting. Evidence 
is showing that, while still somewhat rare, 



breakthrough infections of COVID-19 among 
fully vaccinated people are also occurring. How 
is this?  

Being fully vaccinated against a disease 
does NOT equate to being immune from con-
tracting that disease. NO vaccine offers 100% 
protection against the disease it is meant to 
combat. In the history of mankind only one (1) 
disease has been eradicated: that disease is 
smallpox.  

Being fully vaccinated means that one is less 
likely to contract a disease. And if there is a 
breakthrough infection, the course of the dis-
ease is much more likely to be less severe. To 
date, this is what is being seen as it pertains to 
COVID and the vaccines. Yes, there have been 
breakthrough infections. However, in 99% of 
cases, they have not resulted in hospitalization 
and/or death. Breakthrough infections cannot 
be completely eliminated in an area where 
there continues to be community transmission 
of the disease. This also continues to be true of 
diseases such as polio, yellow fever, measles, 
etc.  

Another reason we are experiencing an in-
crease in the infection rate is the variants. In 
order to survive a virus first invades a host cell 
and then trades genetic material with that host 
cell so that the host cell begins to replicate the 
virus. Over millions of trades the genetic mate-
rial of the virus begins to change ever so slight-
ly. This has definitely been seen with SARS-CoV
-2. There are currently four (4) “variants of in-
terest”:  

Epsilon – first seen in California  
Iota – first seen in New York  

Eta – first seen in the United Kingdom  
Kappa – first seen in India  

There are also four (4) “variants of con-
cern”:  

Alpha – first seen in the UK  
Beta – first seen in South Africa  

Gamma – first seen in Brazil  
Delta – first seen in India  

Delta seems to be the problem child for the 

world at this time. Again, I will get on the soap 
box and say, if more people had been vaccinat-
ed, much of what we are currently experienc-
ing in this country with increased COVID infec-
tions could have been prevented.  

So what is the bottom line? The bottom line 
is that, in order to keep all of us safe as we go 
forward with in person, indoor worship and 
meetings, we will be asking everyone to follow 
the current CDC guidelines as they pertain to 
areas of substantial or high transmission rates 
of COVID-19, and return to wearing face masks 
when in any UPG or St. John’s Windish building.  

 
AUGUST 8: PANTRY SUNDAY 
This month we are collecting food 
for the Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley 
on 4th Street. Their special needs 
are Goya products (rice, all kind of 
beans, and tomato sauce), cereal, 

tuna and peanut butter. We are worshipping at 
St. Peter’s campus on that Sunday at 9 AM. 
Please bring your food offerings there. Thank 
you.  

 
TAKE A HIKE! 

Check out the new August strid-
ing schedule! More great walking 
locations to come in September! 
If you have a favorite place to go 
walking let us know & we will try to work it into 
the schedule. 
 
August 12: Louise Moore Park, Country Club 
Rd, Bethlehem Township/Eason—Meet at park-
ing lot on side of road opposite from pavilions 
(NO DOGS PERMITTED) 
August 19: Polk Valley Park, Polk Valley Rd, 
Hellertown—park in the upper-most lot (follow 
signs for Meadow Trail) 
August 26: Palmer Walking Trail/Bikeway—
Meet at Mine Land Rd parking lot (by Fairview 
Park baseball field) in Palmer Township 
 
 



REGISTER FOR MINISTRY LABORATORY 
2021 (MINLAB) 

MinLab is a collaborative workshop for minis-
tries of the Northeast Pennsylvania Synod that 
exhibit these Vital Signs - signs of life and thriv-
ing - Loving the Land, Healing the Hurt, and En-
gaging the Stranger. Projects to share infor-
mation about food ministries and worship and 
music ministries are especially welcome. Min-
Lab will be held at the Lutheran Center, 2354 
Grove Road, Allentown, PA on Saturday, August 
14 from 10 to 3, rain or shine, and it’s free! 
Please go to the NEPS website (godslove.org) 
and scroll down to register. 

 
MISSION DISTRICT HYMN SING 

On August 18 from 5:30-8 PM, we will 
join our mission district in singing 
some of our favorite hymns! Hot dogs 
and water will be provided. Please 

bring lawn chairs and a side dish to share. Pop 
up shelters are welcome as well. 

Arndt’s Church (1851 Arndt’s Road, Easton) 
will host the event. 

 
WEEKLY MAILINGS 

If you have returned to in-person Worship and 
are no longer in need of the weekly mailing 
packet, please contact the church office. 

 
UPDATE FOR UPG AND ST. JOHN’S 

WINDISH REGARDING THE TRANSITION TEAM 
Greetings members and friends,  

We just wanted to give you a quick update 
on what is happening with the transition team. 
The Joint Congregation Councils voted to have 
the transition team continue their work and 
after a brief hiatus during Lent and Easter, the 
Transition Team met on May 25th in person. 
The Transition Team submitted several reports 
to the Joint Congregation Councils and hope to 
submit one or two more for the June 15th Joint 
Congregation Council Meeting.  

The Joint Congregation Council accepted 
several reports, and we are now ready to begin 

town hall meetings. The reports are designed 
to provide a vision of what we could do in min-
istry if we officially merged or consolidated our 
three congregations into one community of 
faith. These are starting points for discussion 
and we are hopeful that during the town hall 
meetings more ideas, thoughts, and sugges-
tions would be added to the current vision.  

There is still work to be done and the Tran-
sition Team will continue their work. We 
strongly encourage you to read the various re-
ports and come to the town hall meetings to 
share your thoughts as we continue the work 
to bring our congregations together. Nothing 
has been decided and your input is vital to the 
process moving forward as we continue to de-
liberate the possibilities of a single united 
church. We simply have documents to share a 
vision of what we could do in ministry together. 
Once the Transition Team completes their work 
and the town halls meetings have occurred, we 
will call for a congregational vote in each of our 
three congregations to determine if we will 
come together as one congregation. The UPG is 
already linked as a parish and that will not 
change unless we all vote to join together. 

Please save the dates for the final town 
hall meetings:  

• August 8th after the 9 AM worship service 
at St. Peter’s  
Reports have been mailed to all the mem-

bers. If you have not received a copy please 
call the church office. Reports will be posted on 
the daily emails, the UPG and St. John’s 
Windish websites. Anyone is welcome to attend  
any of these meetings. You may attend all three 
or just one or two, what ever works with your 
schedule.  

We are excited about all the ministry oppor-
tunities that we would have if we join together. 
God is calling us at this time and place to be 
God’s hands and feet in our community.  

 
 
 



PASTOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor Mike:   

Phone:  832-561-0697  
Email:  mikebutton1952@gmail.com  

Pastor Suzanne:   
Phone: 610-217-1375 
Email: strump@ptd.net  

COUNCIL MEMBER CONTACT  
INFORMATION: 

Light of Christ: 
•Tom Seifert—president – 610-442-2750  

•Sandra Butch—vice president–610-865-6204  
•Bonnie Harper—secretary – 610-691-6647  
•Nancy Kostas – 610-865-7953  
•Donna Mackaravitz – 610-762-4213 
•Buzz Heidecker – 610-866-3808  
•Jon Terry - 484-633-4448  
•Ron Dalla Piazza – 610-691-2694  
•Lou Dravecz – 610-258-7679  
•Mike Truchan – 610-882-1129 
•Tina Piscatello – 610-865-0401 

 
 
 

 
St. John’s Windish: 
•Gina Brockway – president – 610-691-3732  
•Kathy Remaly – vice president – 610-807-0126 
•Ron Leposa – secretary – 610-865-3523  
•Maria Skrilec – treasurer – 610-838-9499  
•Migdalia DeJesus – 610-570-1237  
•Pam Royal – 484-554-3330  
•Penny Weiss – 610-776-1637  
•Sandy Vajda – 610-865-2505  

 
St. Peter’s: 
•Rich Hawk – president – 610-838-2759  
•Donna Musselman – secretary – 610-791-1820 
•Cindy Kemp – 610-974-9487  
•Harmony Gubich – 610-974-9487  
•James Ritchie – 610-533-0342  
•Lois Ritchie – 610-657-9766  
•Michel Lloyd – 484-695-3921  
•Steve Granlund – 610-391-1638  
•Tracy Heberling – 484-601-2414  


