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Monday March 8, 2021 

Numbers 21:4–9 
 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but 
the people became impatient on the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
"Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food." 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and 
said, "We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take 
away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, 
"Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live." 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
Reflection:  
 

This scripture gives a snapshot of divine love in the face of human sin. The people whom God 
liberated from captivity in Egypt have grown impatient on their journey to the promised land and 
doubt whether God can be trusted. God, nonetheless, remains committed to the people and 
responds to both their complaints and their repentance. Instead of removing the poisonous 
serpents that bite the Israelites as a consequence of their sin, God heals them when they look 
at a bronze serpent raised up on a pole—a remedy that requires them to continually trust God 
for salvation. 

John 3:14–21 recalls this image, indicating that Jesus raised up on the cross is God’s ultimate 
way to save people by drawing them into a relationship of trust with a loving God. We can be 
honest with Jesus about our sin and struggles because he has entered into us and works in us 
to bring new life. 

Prayer:   

O God, help us recognize the false gods in our lives so that we can respect and care for others 
with the  same love that enables us to respect and care for  ourselves. Amen. 
 
Additional prayers:  Calm to children who are fearful from all they hear and see around 

them   
Patience in times of school closures  
Guidance for school administrators as they make decisions 
Parents as they contemplate how to safely educate children 
 



Tuesday March 9, 2021 
Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
for his steadfast love endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,  
those he redeemed from trouble  
3 and gathered in from the lands,  
from the east and from the west,  
from the north and from the south. 
 

17 Some were sick through their sinful ways,  
and because of their iniquities endured affliction;  
18 they loathed any kind of food,  
and they drew near to the gates of death.  
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,  
and he saved them from their distress;  
20 he sent out his word and healed them,  
and delivered them from destruction.  
21 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,  
for his wonderful works to humankind.  
22 And let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices,  
and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 
 
Reflection: 
Gratitude might seem difficult to muster in response to this last year. All around the world people 
have endured illness, loneliness, violence, and loss. Rather than singing songs of joy, we may 
still be crying out in our trouble.  
This psalm provides comfort with the conviction that there is One we can cry out to, who 
responds to human suffering with enduring love and undeserved favor. Our hope and trust are 
not to be placed in our circumstances, but in the Lord, whose very character is goodness and 
love. 
This character is most fully revealed in Jesus, who takes our sin and affliction upon himself in 
order to give us new life. We give thanks to God for giving us Jesus, who walks with us in our 
best days and our worst. We thank Jesus for working to redeem all our suffering and sorrow, 
even when we cannot yet see how. 
 
Prayer:   

Merciful God, help us to recognize your work in our lives. Thank you for your unfailing love that 

encompasses our past, present, and future. Amen. 

Some Additional prayers during this time: 
Workers who are anxious about the safety of their workplaces  
Uncertainty in how work will be accomplished in the days ahead  
Calm and guidance amid financial uncertainties 

 

Wednesday March 10, 2021 
Ephesians 2:1–10 

1 You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 



those who are disobedient. 3 All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ —by 
grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—  9 not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10 For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Reflection: 

I have encountered many people who view Christianity as a type of self-help manual to 
become a better person. The words of Ephesians upend this understanding by giving a 
cosmic view of what God’s grace has done for us in Jesus Christ. 
The author asserts that all people have been gripped by an evil power that turns us 
away from God to a life centered on self, which is actually death. Dead people cannot 
make themselves good. But God, whose love and mercy is greater than we can fathom, 
makes dead people alive through the gift of Christ Jesus. He gave his life to break all 
forms of bondage and move us from the realm of death to a life that is secure in the 
“heavenly places” with him. Only this radical, divine love empowers us to truly do good 
as a reflection of who we are in Christ. 
 
Prayer:   
Thank you, gracious Jesus, for saving us from death and giving us new life in your presence. 
Help us to reflect your love and mercy to the world. Amen. 
 
Some additional prayers during this time: 
 Government institutions and municipal agencies:  
  Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus   

Guidance when making decisions for our communities 
 
 
Thursday March 11, 2021 

John 3:14–21 
 
[Jesus said] 14 “  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life 
 
. 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do 



what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 
God." 
 
Reflection: 

Many of us have had painful experiences of what we thought was “love” in various types of 
relationships. Superficial affection, self-interest, and even abuse can masquerade as love and 
make us doubt if such a thing even exists. 

This familiar gospel reading shows that real love is God’s love, defined as a gift (see verse 16). 
Not just any gift, but the gift of God’s only Son, Jesus, who willingly died humanity’s death so 
that all can live abundant life both now and forever. Love is manifest not only in the gift itself, but 
also in God’s act of giving sacrificially for the benefit of others. Divine love calls and capacitates 
people to give of themselves to God and others for the sake of true relationships that build up, 
not destroy.  

As we journey toward the cross, we are called to surrender false notions of love and our very 
selves to the One who is true love. 

Prayer:  

Loving God, forgive us for the ways we have hurt or failed to love others. Pour your love into our 
lives to heal our wounds and free us to truly love you, ourselves, and the world for which you 
died. Amen. 
 
Some additional prayers during this time: 

Hospitals, nursing homes, other health care facilities   
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

 
Friday March 12, 2021 

John 3:14-21 
 
[Jesus said] 14 “  And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life 
 
. 17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in 
God." 
 
 
Reflection: 



Our gospel reading speaks not only of divine love, but also of divine judgment—a topic that 
many of us would rather ignore. But these two aspects of God’s activity are not as contradictory 
as they may first appear. Because Jesus embodies God’s love and offers God’s life to a dying 
world, to reject Jesus is to cut oneself off from the very source of life and remain in the realm of 
death. This separation from God is what it means to experience judgment. 

The good news is that Jesus offers true life freely and equally to all people; the light he shines 
brings judgment upon all forms of darkness that would rob us of this life. God’s love is too great 
to allow hatred, violence, selfishness, and divisiveness to go unchecked. Divine judgment of 
these realities is, in the end, a reflection of divine love. 

 
Prayer:  
God of justice, expose the forces in our lives and world that do not align with your loving 
purposes. May the light of Christ lead us in your ways. Amen. 
 
Some additional prayers during this time: 

Houses of worship and their ministries at this time  
For all who travel   
For all who grieve the loss of loved ones 

 
 
Saturday March 13, 2021 

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” (ELW 334, Verses 4) 

4. Give us eyes to see you clearly; 
make us children of your light. 
Give us hearts to live more nearly 
as your gospel shining bright. 

 

Reflection: 
During Lent, we reflect on Christ’s love as demonstrated in the giving of his life for us on the 
cross. But this fourth verse of our theme hymn, as well as this week’s psalm, testify that this 
divine love for us springs forth from the beginning of time. And it never ends! 
 
We live in a world where things are constantly and quickly changing, as we are reminded in 
the 24 hour news cycle or the latest viral video. Friendships can be fickle. Employment or 
educational opportunities we have depended on can be lost without warning. 
 
In the midst of uncertainty and instability, our hymn exhorts us to seek grounding in Christ’s 
love. The cross is our constant reminder that this love is not a passing emotion, but a tangible 
act of divine self-giving that embraces us from the beginning of time as we know it through its 
end. 
 
Prayer:  
 
Humble Christ, thank you for your endless love that meets us wherever we are and sustains us 
for a lifetime. Help us to make you our center. Amen. 
 
 



Some additional prayers 
The World Health Organization  
Medical researchers and scientists 
All the animals that are used in medical research to benefit our lives 
 

Sunday March 14, 2020 

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” (ELW 334, Verse 4) 

4. Give us eyes to see you clearly; 
make us children of your light. 
Give us hearts to live more nearly 
as your gospel shining bright. 

 
Reflection: 
 
Our hymn’s mention of temptation recalls Jesus’ temptation by the devil in the wilderness. For 
40 days, Jesus went without food and human company. The devil took advantage of these 
apparent vulnerabilities to tempt Jesus to take the easy way out of his trials and grasp for 
worldly power. Jesus said “no” to the devil and a resounding “yes” to trusting in God alone for all 
provision and purpose in life. 
 
The 40 days of Lent allow us to reflect on our own temptations. These can be any attitude, 
endeavor, object, or person that seeks to gain our ultimate allegiance and motivate our actions 
instead of God. On our own we cannot say “no” to these idols that deprive us of life. So, the 
hymn exhorts us to turn to Christ alone. His perfect love and faithfulness strengthen us in trials 
and nourish us in the deserts of life. 
 
Prayer  
 
Mighty God, reveal to us anything seeking to take your rightful place in our lives, and give us the 
strength and courage to depend on you. Amen. 


