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           Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Saturday May 9. 2020 – 5:00PM St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church 

 

Prelude Hymn Sings: #458  1-4V 
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Hymn # 468 1-3 V 
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Hymn #490 1-4V 
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Hymn #511 1-4 &6V 
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Hymn #377 1-5V 
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A:  Christ is Risen! 

C:  Christ is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Welcome 

Introduction to the day: 

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that 

He goes to prepare a place for His followers in His Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us 

to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to 

proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness 

to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 

  

Prayer to help prepare for worship: 

God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing 

Your praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and worship You in spirit 

and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Our worship continues with our prelude music. 
  

PRELUDE  (Music utilized to prepare yourself for worship)  

“Matere”  

Today’s prelude is shared to the glory of God in honor of all the women in our lives.  This 

prelude is part of the rich tradition for the people of St. John’s Windish Lutheran Church in 

celebration of this day.  We thank you for sharing this tradition with all of us!  

  

 
  

INVOCATION  (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst) 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father, Who created all things, the +Son, Who redeems 

creation, and the Spirit, Who calls us together as the people of God. 

C:  Amen. 

  

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Public statement of our wrong  

     doings followed by the promise that God forgives us.  Authorized by Christ!) 
  

A:  Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from Whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may   

perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

A:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
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Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen. 

P:   In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

(Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in the name of our God) 

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all! 

C: And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us 
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of His commandments, and to share His risen 
life with all the world, for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
  

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 

A:  A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
.A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 31:1-5, 15-16 (Please read responsively) 
 
P:  1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
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  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who  persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
A:  A reading from 1st Peter 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERMON      Pastor Jerry Kulp 

  

GOSPEL: (Found in the New Testament, the Gospels provide first- 

                             hand accounts of the life of Jesus Christ)   

  John 14:1-14 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th Chapter beginning with the 1st verse.  

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
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  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON        Pastor Suzanne Trump 

 

HYMN #816 

 

 

 APOSTLES CREED (A summary of our core beliefs) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
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 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day He rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

 THE PRAYERS 

A:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of     God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need (A brief silence). 
Build us up, gracious God, as living stones united in Your spiritual house. Continually strengthen 
Your people as we are sent forth to proclaim Your great love. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Humble us, creative God, as part of Your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world 
You have made, including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, and other 
forces that both destroy and create. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
A: Align the ways of the world to Your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other 
organizations as they prepare and sustain places for those seeking refuge and safety Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P: Walk with all who continue to care for others during this time of pandemic and give them 
peace. For those who are working in the medical fields and attempting to bring comfort and 
healing to those who are sick.  For those who are working to help find a cure for this disease.  
For those who are distributing goods and delivering those goods to the marketplace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Ever-renewing God, share wisdom and guidance to those who are using creative and 
innovative methods in faith forming ministries of Your Church. For those who are teaching the 
story of Your Great love with of our children. For our children and all the children of this world 
that they would be moved to action and a life of faith by Your presence.  For parents and 
teachers that their words and thoughts would be inspired by You. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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P:  God of unity, walk with this community on our pilgrimage of unity. We give You thanks and 
praise for binding us together through Your great love.  We thank You for the gift of partnership 
being experienced by all of us through the gift of technology. Continue to bind us together in 
ways that promote the singular proclamation of Your great love for this world.  Lord in Your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
A:  God of comfort, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many troubles. 
Comfort their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens.  Uplift those who are sick, 
lonely, suffering, or near death. Guide the thoughts of our hearts and the words of our mouth 
with Your comforting presence and free us from all of our fears. Bring Your children the peace 
and comfort we long for.  Lord in Your mercy, 
C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

P: We lift up our individual prayers to You (silence for reflection). Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

A: With bold confidence in Your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into Your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

          Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

             as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

             but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, 

              and the power, and the glory 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sharing of the peace 

A:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Our Offerings 

 

Communion 
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A:  Today we celebrate The act of spiritual communion.  This practice has been used in 

previous times when God’s children have not been able to physically receive the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion. It’s an act of devotion of love affirming our faith in Christ and His real 

presence. In the moment as each person prayers our voices join with others in community 

expressing our desire to receive Christ into our lives. 

Let us now walk in love as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God. Please share in a moment of silent reflection. 

P:  Let us pray:  My Jesus,  

C:  I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  I always 

desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection.  I love You 

above all things, and long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body and Blood, I implore You to 

come into my heart.  Cleanse and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from You.  May I live in You and You in me, in this life and in the life 

that is to come.  Amen. 

Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988) 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This time will be reserved for any comments or questions from the gathered community. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, Who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, Who spreads His arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, Who draws ever near to us, +bless us and bring us to life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

P: Go in peace!  Share the good news! 

C:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

  

  

POSTLUDE  

  

LITURGY NOTES: 

Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.  

   

 


