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           Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Saturday May 2. 2020 – 5:00PM St. Peter’s campus of the UPG 

 

Prelude Hymn Sings: #502 
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Hymn # 824 
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Hymn #380 
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Hymn #789 
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A:  Christ is Risen! 

C:  Christ is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Welcome 

Introduction to the day: 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 

today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil 

and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us 

amid the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s 

tender care to all creation. 

  

Prayer to help prepare for worship: 

God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing 

Your praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and worship You in spirit 

and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Our worship continues with our prelude music. 
  

PRELUDE  (Music utilized to prepare yourself for worship)  

  

 
  

INVOCATION  (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst) 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father, Who created all things, the +Son, Who redeems 

creation, and the Spirit, Who calls us together as the people of God. 

C:  Amen. 

  

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (Public statement of our wrong  

     doings followed by the promise that God forgives us.  Authorized by Christ!) 
  

A:  Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from Whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may   

perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

A:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence is kept for reflection.) 

Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have  

left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen. 

P:   In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His 
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authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

   

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

(Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in the name of our God) 

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all! 

C: And also with you! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Let us pray. O God our shepherd, You know Your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by Your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 
security to the joyous feast prepared in Your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
  

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 

A:  A reading from Acts. 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
.A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 (Please read responsively) 
 
P: 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 
A:  A reading from Romans 
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us.[w] 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
A:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERMON      Pastor Suzanne Trump 

  

GOSPEL: (Found in the New Testament, the Gospels provide first- 

                             hand accounts of the life of Jesus Christ)   

  John 10:1-11 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th Chapter beginning with the 1st verse.  

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 
6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
P:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON        Pastor Jerry Kulp 

 

HYMN #816 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28136w
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 APOSTLES CREED (A summary of our core beliefs) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day He rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

 THE PRAYERS 

A:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of     God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need (A brief silence). 
Shepherding God, walk with those whose hearts are fervent with love for Your gospel, that they 
are empowered to tell the story of Your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to 
this love. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Shepherding God, walk with us as we work to restore broken systems we have inherited and 
continue to perpetuate. Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources and redeem us 
from practices which keep Your children from sensing Your presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
A: Shepherding God, walk with all who call upon Your healing name and give them rest. Stay 
with us, and walk with all those who are sick, near death, hungry, friendless, despairing, alone 
and desiring healing in body and spirit. Tend to all who cry out for relief. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P: Shepherding God, walk with all who continue to care for others during this time of pandemic 
and give them peace. Continue to walk on the road with those who are working in the medical 
fields and attempting to bring comfort and healing to those who are sick.  Walk with those who 
are working so diligently to help find a cure for this disease.  Walk with those who are 
distributing goods and delivering those goods to the marketplace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Shepherding God, walk with those who are using creative and innovative methods in faith 
forming ministries of Your Church. For those who are enhancing the faith of our children and 
those who continue to enhance the story of Your great love for all people.  Walk with our 
children and all the children of this world that their eyes and hearts would see You and feel You.  
Walk with parents and teachers that their words and thoughts would be inspired by Your 
presence. In all Your people do and say let us simply “do what Your great love calls us to do.” 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Shepherding God, walk with this community on the road of unity. We give You thanks and 
praise for allowing us to gather and worship as a community in new and profound ways during 
this time.  We especially thank You for the gift of partnership being shared by St. John’s Windish 
Lutheran Church and the United Proclamation of the Gospel parish and all those who are joining 
us via the internet.  Continue to bind us together in ways that promote the singular proclamation 
of Your great love for this world.  Lord in Your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Shepherding God, walk with those who are near death and with their families.  Guide the 
thoughts of our hearts and the words of our mouth with Your comforting presence and free us 
from the fear of mortal death fully embracing the eternal promise offered by You which brings us 
peace and comfort. Lord in Your mercy, 
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C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

P: We lift up our individual prayers to You (silence for reflection). Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

A: With bold confidence in Your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into Your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:   

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

          Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

             as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

             but deliver us from evil. 

       For Thine is the kingdom, 

              and the power, and the glory 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Sharing of the peace 

A:  May the peace of the Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Our Offerings 

 

Communion 

A:  Today we celebrate The act of spiritual communion.  This practice has been used in 

previous times when God’s children have not been able to physically receive the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion. It’s an act of devotion of love affirming our faith in Christ and His real 

presence. In the moment as each person prayers our voices join with others in community 

expressing our desire to receive Christ into our lives. 

Let us now walk in love as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 

God. Please share in a moment of silent reflection. 

P:  Let us pray:  My Jesus,  
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C:  I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  I always 

desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection.  I love You 

above all things, and long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body and Blood, I implore You to 

come into my heart.  Cleanse and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from You.  May I live in You and You in me, in this life and in the life 

that is to come.  Amen. 

Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988) 
 

This time will be reserved for any comments or questions from the gathered community. 

 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 

P: God, Who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, Who spreads His arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, Who draws ever near to us, +bless us and bring us to life everlasting. 

C:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

P: Go in peace!  Share the good news! 

C:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

  

  

POSTLUDE  

  

LITURGY NOTES: 

Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.  

   

 

 


