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Baptism of our Lord
January 9, 2021 – St. Peter’s Campus of the UPG
Prelude Hymn Sings:
Hymn # 305 When Jesus Came to Jordan
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Hymn #308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright. Vs 1-4

3
Hymn #304 Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized

4
Hymn #310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

5
Welcome
Introduction to the day:
P: Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s
movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to
re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

Prayer to help prepare for worship:
A: Let us pray… God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and
voices to sing Your praise. Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and
worship You in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Our worship continues
with our prelude music
PRELUDE (Music utilized to prepare yourself for worship)
Prelude : Sur L’Introït De L’ Epiphanie- Durufle
INVOCATION (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst)
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation.
Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
C: We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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OPENING DIALOGUE
A: Praise the Lord, all you children of the Lord, those who worship the Lord! Lift up your heads
in the sanctuary and praise God.
C: It is good to praise the Lord and to make music to Your name, O Most High, to
proclaim Your love in the morning and Your faithfulness at night.
A: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.
C: Though the world often sits in darkness, the Lord will be my light.
A: You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning:
C: My God turns my darkness into light.
A: Stay with us, Lord, we have fears,
C: And the light sometimes dwindles.
A: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness,
C: But will have the light of life.”
APOSTOLIC GREETING
(Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in the name of our God)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all!
C: And also with you!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
A: Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, Your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in Your grace, and transform us by Your Spirit, that we may follow after
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5
A: A reading from Genesis
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: 29 (Please read responsively)
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P 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11
O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7
A: A reading from Acts:
1
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe
in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERMON

Rev. Jerry Kulp

GOSPEL: (Gospels provide first- hand accounts of the life of Jesus Christ)
Mark 1:4-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st Chapter beginning with the 4th verse.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Rev. Suzanne Trump

A: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom You have
made Your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to Yourself,
enlightened them with the gifts of Your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith.
Uphold Your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom You
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
P: Do you believe in God the Father?
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
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the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
Response: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P:: Let us pray.We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN #453 “Baptized and Set Free”
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THE PRAYERS
A: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need. (A brief silence.) For the church throughout the world and its
leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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A: For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show
them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that God
shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
A: For the community of faith gathering here, for students returning to school, for those seeking
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: For our newly elected bishop, Bishop Chris Deforrest and the newly installed synodical staff,
that each would feel the presence of Your guiding spirit and the presence of each of us joining
them on their holy pilgrimage for support and encouragement, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
A: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness
inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
A: We lift our individual prayers to You (Silence for reflection) let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of Your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one Who
dwells among us, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Sharing of the peace
P: May the peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
Our Offerings
While the pastors are sharing information about the offerings, please prepare to receive Holy
Communion. Unveil the elements that you have prepared at home.

Holy Communion
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise
P: (Please pick up your “host bread” and lift above your head emulating the pastor)
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On the night in which He was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to the disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is My Body, given for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.”
(Place your “host bread” back on your altar. Now pick up your “host wine/grape juice” and lift
above your head emulating the pastor)
Again, after the meal, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This
cup is the new covenant in My Blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.”
(Place your “host wine/grape juice” back on your altar)
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P: Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
(At this point please pick up your “host bread.” If there are multiple people in your house,
please share the bread with one another. We will consume the bread at the same time sharing
our unity through this Holy Meal.)
P: “The Body of Christ given for you!”
C: Amen. (Please consume your “host” bread.)
(At this point, please hold your “host wine/grape juice.” We will consume the “host wine/grape
juice at the same times sharing our unity through this meal.)
P: “The Blood of Christ shed for you!”
C: Amen. (Please consume your “host” wine/grape juice.)
P: I now invite those who have abstained from receiving Holy Communion to speak the prayer
below, as those who have received this Sacrament maintain silence for personal prayer and
reflection on the grace that God pours out to us all!
Please take note: If you are abstaining from receiving Holy Communion, please utilize this time
of silence to share the following prayer.
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C: I believe that You are truly present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. I always
desire to offer You praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim Your resurrection. I love You
above all things, and long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot receive You in the sacrament of Your Body and Blood, I implore You to
come into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with Your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me
never be separated from You. May I live in You and You in me, in this life and in the life
that is to come. Amen.
Based on a prayer from: The Prayer Book for the Armed Forces (1988)
P: The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and Christ’s precious blood strengthen you and keep you
in God’s grace unto eternal life.
C: Amen.
Post- Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray: Jesus Christ, Host of this meal….
C: You have given us not only this Bread and Cup, but Your very Self, that we may feast
on Your great love. Filled again by these signs of Your grace, may we hunger for Your
reign of justice, may we thirst for Your way of peace, for You are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
This time will be reserved for any comments or questions from the gathered community.
SENDING PRAYER:
A joint prayer being shared by both the ELCA and the Episcopal Church
A: A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God. God of all power and love,
C: we give thanks for Your unfailing presence
and the hope You provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send Your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us Your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
P: May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace
in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. May the God of
all grace ☩ bless us now and forever.
C: Amen.
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DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. God walks with us.
C: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE:
Postlude- Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning- Jan Bender
LITURGY NOTES:
Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.

