
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thursday April 9, 2020 7:00PM 

 

Introduction to the day 

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around 

the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. At the heart of the 

Tonight’s worship is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his 

disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the 

poor and the unloved. As evening falls our Lord asks us to stay.   

  

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

   PRELUDE -  
  

   ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR WORSHIP 
  

LITURGY OF MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  

INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

P:  Friends in Christ, during this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle 

against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another.  This is 

the struggle to which we were called at baptism.  God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving 

the peace of reconciliation. On this day let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor and 

enter into the worship reconciled with our God and with one another. 
 

Psalm 51  

 1Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to your steadfast love; 

 according to your abundant mercy 

 blot out my transgressions. 

 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 

 and done what is evil in your sight, 

 so that you are justified in your sentence 

 and blameless when you pass judgment. 

 5Indeed, I was born guilty, 

 a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

 6You desire truth in the inward being; 

 therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

 let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 

 and blot out all my iniquities. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and put a new and right spirit within me. 



 11Do not cast me away from your presence, 

 and do not take your holy spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

 and sinners will return to you. 

 14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 

 O God of my salvation, 

 and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

 15O LORD, open my lips, 

 and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 16For you have no delight in sacrifice; 

 if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 

 17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; 

 rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 

 19then you will delight in right sacrifices, 

 in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; 

 then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 

Hymn:  “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” (Vs. 1,2,4) 



 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Let us now make our confession to God.   

           (Silence will be maintained for personal reflection) 

     Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

P:  God, Who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ.  By grace we have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are  

forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 

our hearts through faith.  

C:  Amen. 



P:  I now invite you to make the sign of the cross on your forehead. 

P:  In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 

C:  Amen. 
   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A:  Holy God, source of all love, on the night of our Lord being handed over, Jesus gave us a 

new commandment, to love one another as He loves us.  Write this commandment in our hearts 

and gives us the will to serve others as Christ was the servant of all.  We ask this in the name of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

  

PSALM #116: 1-2, 12-19 

 
1I- love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 

 12How shall I repay the LORD 

  for all the good things God has done for me? 

 13I will lift the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the LORD.   

 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

  in the presence of all God’s people. 

 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

  is the death of your servants. 

 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

  and call upon the name of the LORD. 

 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

  in the presence of all God’s people, 

 19in the courts of the LORD‘s house, 

  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

P:  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 

  

GOSPEL:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 

C:    Glory to You, O Lord. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 
during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 



had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.” 
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them. 
 
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to 
you, ‘`Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

RITE OF WASHING 

 

A:  We continue our worship by washing, as we have been washed in the waters of our baptism.  

Pour water or “run” water into your basin. 

Place your hands in the basin and get them very wet. 

Now, put soap on your hands, washing between your fingers, and thoroughly clean. 

 

A:  We cleanse our hands just as we were cleansed in the waters of new birth.  We do this not 

because we have fear, but because our Lord commanded us to love; and to keep ourselves 

clean.  As we gather in spirit, and wash our hands, we remember that our Lord washed His 

disciple’s feet.  We remember that Jesus commanded us to love one another, just as Christ has 

loved us.  As we wash, we remember the hands of Christ.  As we wash, we think about all those 

who are in need.  As we wash we offer ourselves as instruments of God’s love.   

 Now rinse your hands and dry them with a towel 

 Make the sign of the cross on the back of each of your hands after they are dried.   

We do this to remind ourselves that at this time in the world, our hands are meant to be 

the hands of Christ. 

 

A:  May we make ourselves available to the whole human family by keeping ourselves clean.  At 

one with our Lord, at one with each other. 

   

 

 



Hymn:  “Baptized and Set Free” (Vs. 1,4) 

 

Matthew 26:36-39 
36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit 
here while I go over there and pray." 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and 
began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; 
remain here, and stay awake with me." 39And going a little farther, he threw himself on the 
ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want 
but what you want." 
 

A:       Tonight Jesus was alone, under arrest, and awaiting his death. Tonight his friends were alone 
with their guilt, shame, and fear. Allow your prayers to be lifted for all who are alone, feel guilt, 
are awaiting death, are imprisoned, carry shame, and have great fear.  Lord in Your mercy. 

C:        Hear our prayer. 
 

A:       Tonight we are all missing our normal routines, our communities, and our friends. Even as we 
wait for this pandemic to be over Jesus waits with us all tonight, even as we wait with Him in 
that garden. Jesus knows what loneliness feels like, what fear tastes like. Jesus knows the 
heartbreak of being alone when you want most to be with people you love. Our Lord comes to 
us in our weakness and vulnerability.  Our Lord draws near to us to guide our hearts and our 



thoughts. Tonight we hold vigil not only with our Lord, but with the sick, the fearful, the lonely, 
and with all who risk their own lives to protect and care for ours. Lord in Your mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A:       Tonight we have cleaned ourselves and reminded ourselves that we have been made God’s 
children.  Let us now cleans ourselves from all that has come before this moment of time in our 
lives: our anxiety, our worry, our fear, our sorrow, and our shame.  Lord in Your mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

A:        Holy One, draw near to your people this night, wait and watch with us; even as we wait and 
watch with you, for our hearts are heavy. Send your holy angels to watch over the sick, and to 
guide the hands of those who tend to them. And we beseech you, comfort us. May we watch, 
and wait, strengthened by your presence.  

C:        Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer:  Rev Jerry Kulp 

Psalm 31 

 1In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 

 do not let me ever be put to shame; 

 in your righteousness deliver me. 

 2Incline your ear to me; 

 rescue me speedily. 

 Be a rock of refuge for me, 

 a strong fortress to save me. 

 3You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 

 for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 

 4take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 

 for you are my refuge. 

 5Into your hand I commit my spirit; 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 

 6You hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 

 but I trust in the LORD. 

 7I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love, 

 because you have seen my affliction; 

 you have taken heed of my adversities, 

 8and have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 

 you have set my feet in a broad place. 

 9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 

 my eye wastes away from grief, 

 my soul and body also. 

 10For my life is spent with sorrow, 

 and my years with sighing; 

 my strength fails because of my misery, 

 and my bones waste away. 

 11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 

 a horror to my neighbors, 

 an object of dread to my acquaintances; 

 those who see me in the street flee from me. 

 12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 

 I have become like a broken vessel. 

 13For I hear the whispering of many —  

 terror all around! —  



 as they scheme together against me, 

 as they plot to take my life. 

 14But I trust in you, O LORD; 

 I say, "You are my God." 

 15My times are in your hand; 

 deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 

 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

 save me in your steadfast love. 

 17Do not let me be put to shame, O LORD, 

 for I call on you; 

 let the wicked be put to shame; 

 let them go dumbfounded to Sheol. 

 18Let the lying lips be stilled 

 that speak insolently against the righteous 

 with pride and contempt. 

 19O how abundant is your goodness 

 that you have laid up for those who fear you, 

 and accomplished for those who take refuge in you, 

 in the sight of everyone! 

 20In the shelter of your presence you hide them 

 from human plots; 

 you hold them safe under your shelter 

 from contentious tongues. 

 21Blessed be the LORD, 

 for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me 

 when I was beset as a city under siege. 

 22I had said in my alarm, 

 "I am driven far from your sight." 

 But you heard my supplications 

 when I cried out to you for help. 

 23Love the LORD, all you his saints. 

 The LORD preserves the faithful, 

 but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily. 

 24Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

 all you who wait for the LORD. 


