
  THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD - EASTER SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 12 

 PREPARING FOR WORSHIP  
  

 PRELUDE – Various Hymns, The last  hymn of the prelude will be the song below. 

 

STRIKING THE NEW FIRE  

 P: Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ You have given the light of life to all the world. 
Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's 
rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of  

         righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 C: Amen. 
INSCRIPTION OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
  

The Assisting Minister symbolically inscribes the paschal candle, signifying another year lived 
under God's grace. 
  
 P: Christ, yesterday and today, 

 (the sign of the cross) 
  the beginning 
   (Alpha—the first letter of the Greek alphabet) 
  and the ending. 
   (Omega—the last letter of the Greek alphabet) 
  To Christ belongs all time 
   (the number 2) 
  and all the ages; 
   (the number 0) 
  to Christ belongs glory and dominion 
   (the number 2) 
  now and forever. 
   (the number 0) 
  

 C: Amen! 
  
LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
  

 P: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION   
  
P: Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers!  Sing, choirs of angels!  Exult, all creation around God’s 

throne!  Jesus Christ is risen!  Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so 
great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.  Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant 
in the brightness of your King!  Christ has conquered!  Glory fills you!  Darkness vanishes 
forever.  Rejoice, O holy church!  Exult in glory!  The risen Savior shines upon you!  Let this 
place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. 

  

Introduction to the day: 

P: “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has indeed 

raised from the dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia! God 

allows Jesus to appear “to us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and 

invites us to celebrate with the risen Christ. Alleluia! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR WORSHIP 

(Only announcements that effect worship) 

 

 

Prayer to help prepare for worship: 

God of grace, You have given us minds to know You, hearts to love You, and voices to sing 

Your praise.  Fill us with Your Spirit, that we may celebrate Your glory and worship You in spirit 

and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. Our worship continues with a prelude. 

              
  

INVOCATION  (A call to “invoke” God’s presence into our midst) 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity!  One God, the fountain of all Living Water, the Victorious Lord of 

all and King of Kings! 

C:  Amen. 



  

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! (repeated three times) 
  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN (a song to begin advancing theme of day)  

#365 - “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

  

APOSTOLIC GREETING (Invitation by worship leader to welcome ALL in     the 

name of our God) 

P: Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all! 

C: And also with you! 



  

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Opening prayer to introduce the major  

                                  themes that will be presented in this morning’s worship) 

  

A: Let us pray….O God, You gave Your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by His glorious resurrection You delivered us from the power of death. 

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with Him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

  

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

  

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my 
message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Hymn  “Thine is the Glory” 



 

 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED (A summary of our core beliefs) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 



 On the third day He rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

 THE PRAYERS 

A:  Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. (A brief silence.)  
God of resurrection, from the very beginning You give the church the gift of Your witnesses: as 
preachers, teachers, leaders, parents, children and friends. Open our ears to their proclamation 
this day and always. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  All Your creation praises You—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the 
galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor You. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and 
greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your 
cornerstone of peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the 
suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
 
A:  Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of this world, especially during the time of this 
pandemic, Your love is steadfast and Your strength never fails.  In this time of danger and 
trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of defense.  Guide leaders with Your wisdom, comfort 
those in distress, and grant us courage and hope to face this time.  Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Merciful God, Your healing power is everywhere about us.  Strengthen those who work 
among the sick; give them courage and confidence in all they do.  Encourage them when their 
efforts feel futile or when death prevails.  In their trust in Your power even to overcome daeath 
and pain and crying.  Lord, in Your mercy. 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
A:  Risen Lord, You went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We 
remember those who have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us 
to You in our final days. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 



P:  With bold confidence in Your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into Your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

(A prayer given to us by Jesus when He was asked how we should pray) 

P:  Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:      

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

          Thy kingdom come, 

            Thy will be done, 

            on earth as it is in heaven. 

       Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

             as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

             but deliver us from evil. 

       For thine is the kingdom, 

              and the power, and the glory 

              forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

  

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

  

DISMISSAL 

A: Christ is risen! 

C:  Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

A: Go in peace!  Share the good news! 

C:  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 

  

  

POSTLUDE  

  

LITURGY NOTES: 

Today’s liturgy is from SundaysAndSeasons.com, ã 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26321.  

  

 

 


